
vised where wards were re-
ferred to by building number 
and floor number, i.e. D2, C1, 
A3 and so on. 
The Museum would like to 
thank the RPA Executive team 
for supporting this project and 
for valuing our rich heritage. 
We’d also like to thank the 
Engineering Department for 
coming in on a Saturday to do 
the work. The Powerhouse 
Museum was able to put us in 
touch with a professional con-
servation expert who carried 
out the conservation work. 

After years in storage and 
months of polishing and waxing 
the “Named Wards” plaques 
have been once again put on 
display at the Royal Prince Al-
fred Hospital.  
In the ‘olden days’, as it were, 
hospitals received much of their 
funding through donations or 
subscriptions. Benefactors who 
gave substantial amounts of 
money were given the opportu-
nity to have a ward named after 
themselves or a family member. 
RPA fully participated in this 
custom. By 1930, there were 20 
named wards, 3 named theatres 
and 42 named beds. Of the 20 
named wards we have been 
lucky to have the original 
plaques for seven of them. Six 
have been hung in the Glouces-
ter House Drive hospital en-
trance. A couple of tiled plaques 
remain in situ in A Block (see 
the past two issues of this news-
letter).  
The choice of where to hang 
these plaques is significant. We 
chose a site that is roughly in 
the same place where they origi-
nally hung—the site of D Block. 
The metal plaques on display 
were ‘saved’ by heritage-minded 
RPA staff members during the 
demolition of the C and D 
Blocks. These two ‘Nightingale’ 
Pavilions were the original 

(1882) ward blocks of our Hos-
pital. A third block was added 
between them in 1889 which 
housed the theatres and more 
wards. All three were demol-
ished 30 years ago to make way 
for E Block (the 11-storey build-
ing with yellowish bricks).  
Wards were originally referred 
to by their benefactor’s name In 
1918 this custom was found to 
be too confusing, especially for 
new staff arrivals, students and 
pupil nurses, and above all for 
visitors wishing to see sick pa-
tients. A new system was de-

Above: the Named Wards 
display; bottom: D Block, 
Princes Block and C Block, 
ca 1890 (from the spire of St 
Andrew’s College) 

The Named Wards are back! 
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The Museum & Children 
Traditionally the 
RPA Museum has 
been marketed to 
adults, usually 
nursing alumni, 
nursing students 
and visitors to the 

Hospital. 
Last year, 
however, 
we had two 
school 
groups ex-
press inter-
est in visit-

ing. We enthusiastically said, 
“yes”. In June, 90 year five 
students came and in De-
cember we hosted 16 pre-
schoolers. It was delightful to 
watch the children interact 
with the displays and see 
what kinds of things grabbed 
their attention. The Year five 

students came with work-
sheets prepared by their 
teacher and we pulled out a 
couple of things we thought 
they’d like. We set up a mi-
croscope with prepared 
slides and showed them all 
sorts of nursing education 
paraphernalia. They really 
liked seeing the letters that 
child patients had written to 
nurses and especially liked 
the dual-purpose 
stomach pump/
enema (yuck!). 
They were a bit 
put out by the 
thought of ‘tongue-
holding forceps’.  
The preschoolers 
talked a-mile-a-
minute and asked 
questions about 
everything. One 

astute four-year-old honed in 
on the prosthetic breasts 
(implants) and another loved 
the hip replacement pieces. 
Both groups enjoyed playing 
with monaural and binaural 
stethoscopes. The children 
were marvelous and we all 
agreed that we’d love for 
more school and preschool 
groups to visit. 

R P A  H E R I T A G E  N E W S  

The February 1913 issue of 
the RPA Gazette described 
the many building works 
that were underway on the 
campus. Additions were 
being made to The Nurses’ 
Home and new connecting 
viaducts were being built 
between the old and new 
pavilions and also between 
the new pavilions and the 
Administration Block. A 
Waiting Room, Examination 
Rooms and a Physicians’ 
Room for the new Anti-
Tuberculosis Dispensary 
were close to completion. It 
was written: “These works 
all employ a number of 
hands, and the whole place 
wears a busy appearance, 

quite fifty men being altogether 
engaged.” 
Fast forward 100 years and the 
old expression holds true: The 
more things change, the more 
they stay the same. RPA is still a 
construction site, and building 
on the North West Precinct 
has begun in earnest on Mis-
senden Road Camperdown, 
just down from King George V 
and opposite St John’s College. 
Demolition of the former pale 
yellow building (once home to 
Medical Records and Com-
puter Services and later used 
for offices) began in November 
2012. This area is now known 
as North West Precinct Rede-
velopment Project, a $67M 
collaboration between the 

NSW Government, Sydney 
Local Health District, Royal 
Prince Alfred Hospital and 
the University of Sydney. The 
new purpose-built Missenden 
Mental Health Unit will oc-
cupy the building containing 
53 beds, with seven dedi-
cated to research, and space 
for ambulatory services and 
other mental health services. 
The project will modernise 
healthcare delivery to the 
local inner-west community. 

RPA then and now: 1913 & today 

Artist’s impression (from SLHD website) 
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A new book for sale at the RPA Museum 



maturely. It has been a family treas-
ure for nearly 70 years and we 
thank Mrs French sincerely for al-
lowing us to add it to our collection.  
We began a digitisation project of 
some of our earliest hospital re-
cords. This work has been on the 
“must do” list for 15 years and is 
now possible through very generous 
grants from the RPA Graduate 
Nurses’ Association. We thank 
them sincerely. 
The RPA gardener spent a bit of 
time looking through old Hospital 
photographs to get ideas for the 
redesign of the KGV gardens. The 
work is now done and it looks 
lovely. The gardener stayed within 
the themes of the site: the long palm 

In the past couple of months we 
received bamboo hoop and cotton-
netting mosquito nets from a mem-
ber of the public. A resident of Dar-
lington brought in a 1927 RPA An-
nual Report and some instrument 
catalogues which will be useful for 
cataloguing. We received a lovely 
signed copy of the King George V 
information booklet from a former 
patient, Mrs Bev French (see photo). 
Mrs French received the booklet as 

a Christmas gift 
in 1945, just a 
couple of weeks 
after she was 
born very pre-

trees have remained, whose colum-
nar structure reinforces the vertical 
lines of the entrance area. He has 
also chosen a simple planting 
scheme to enhance the setting of 
the King George V statue. The Engi-
neering Department worked to 
recreate the Della Robia blue colour 
scheme for the lampposts, which 
have been replaced.  
In 2013, the Museum plans to erect 
a new poster display on Level 5 of 
Building 89 (beside the current RPA 
Stories display). The theme for the 
new project is The Technological Fix. 
We will feature technologies with an 
RPA connection. Thank you to 
members of the Fertility Unit and 
Nuclear Medicine for their help in 
this project. We know that every-
one is very busy and we do so much 
appreciate their time.  

Recent Acquisitions & Current Projects 

Left: the booklet donated by 
Mrs French;  

Phone: 9515 9201 
Email: Kathryn.hillier@sswahs.nsw.gov..au 
Web: http://www.sswahs.nsw.gov.au/RPA/Museum/ 

The Royal Prince Alfred Hospital Museum and Archive is freely open to 
all staff and public on Mondays, Tuesdays and Wednesdays 
from 10 am to 2 pm.  
Please let patients and visitors know.  
 
We are located on Level 8 
of the King George V 
Building  
in the former  
gynaecological theatres.  


